
NJHS travels to John Carroll University for 
immigration conference
by: Katie W.

	 O n M a r c h 7 , m a n y 
members of the National 
Junior Honor Society had the 
opportunity to participate in a 
Middle School Conference at 
John Carroll University.  Their 
theme was “Immigration: An 
American Snapshot”.  

	 During the first half of the 
day, speakers came in and 

talked to the students about 
immigration.   Students 
learned the reasons why 
people sometimes must 
leave their home country to 
go to a different one.   For 
example, one speaker that 
came in told the students her 
parents’ immigration story.  
Her parents were living in 
Poland during World War II 

and had to leave and come 
to America to escape the 
Holocaust. 

	 During the second half of 
the day, the students were 
split up into different groups 
and participated in small 
group discussions.   One 
discussion was based on 
how immigrants come into 
our country, showing them 

how difficult the process truly 
is.  

	 In the end, the students 
came out with a better 
perspective on immigration, 
and would recommend this 
trip to the next NJHS!


Students learn the importance of Lenten sacrifices and 
how rice bowls save lives
by: Emory G.

	 On Thursday, February 22, 
Thomas Awiapo with the 
Catholic Relief Services 
visited students in grades 4 
through 8. Thomas shared 
the importance of how our 
donations to CRS and the 
rice bowls can save lives.

	 Thomas lived in a village 
in Ghana. His parents died 
when he was very young. He 
did not know his real birthday 
and had to make one up. He 
told the students to enjoy 
theirs.   

	 Thomas also had two 
brothers.  One died and the 

other ran away.  He went to 
school every day just to get a 
snack.  He had to walk to 5 
miles there and back.  

	 When he was older he 
started working for Catholic 
Relief Services.   He  has 
been to most of the states, 
and will return to home to 
Ghana soon.   He told the 
students how much the rice 
bowl helps, and how we 
should keep adding money to 
t h e m .   H e w a s v e r y 
enjoyable, and we hope to 
see him back!

7th grade students quality for state science fair 
competition
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	 F i v e 7 t h g r a d e 
students from St. Rita 
S c h o o l e a r n e d a 
Superior rating on their 
projects at the Ohio 

Academy of Science Western 
Reserve District 5 Science 
Day held at the University of 
Akron on March 17. This 
h o n o r e a r n s t h e m t h e 

privilege of showcasing their 
work at the state competition 
held at The Ohio State 
University in Columbus on 
May 12!



Primary students enter the magical world of 
Dr. Seuss
by: Gabby C.

	 On Monday, February 26, 
the preschool - grade 4 
enjoyed a fun-filled, magical 
assembly. There was a 
magician and, of course, he 
put on a magic show, but it 
wasn’t just any magic show, 
it was a Dr. Seuss magic 
show! The magician kept 
rhyming and rhyming, just 
like Dr. Seuss. In fact, many 

of his rhymes were actual 
parts from his books. 

	 First, he did many tricks 
featuring the Cat in the Hat! 
Then he did a trick with One 
Fish,Two Fish, Red Fish, Blue 
Fish. The magician asked for 
students to help him do 
some tricks too!  He finished 
the show with a great trick 
featuring Oobleck!  It was a 
magical time!

A repeating tradition: Groundhog Day
by: Gabby C. 

Groundhog Day is a fun 
tradition celebrated each 
year on February 2. The 
f a m o u s g ro u n d h o g i s 
named Punxsutawney Phil. 
He was named after King 
P h i l i p . H e l i v e s i n 
P u n x s u t a w n e y , 
Pennsylvania and is 27 
years old. Each Groundhog 

Day, people wait for Phil to 
come out and predict the 
weather for the next six 
weeks. If the groundhog sees 
his shadow it means six more 
weeks of winter. But, if he 
doesn’t see his shadow, it 
means we will have an early 
s p r i n g . T h i s y e a r , 
Punxsutawney Phil predicted 
six more weeks winter.

Yummm! Girl Scout cookies are back!
by: Lily F. 

Everyone loves Girl Scout 
c o o k i e s ! I h a d t h e 
opportunity to sell them at 
JoAnn Fabrics with my Girl 
Scout troop one weekend. 
We sold them for about an 
hour. My Girl Scout troop 
sold over 25 boxes of 

cookies. The most popular 
cookies are Thin Mints, Do-
S i -Does , S ’Mores , and 
Tagalongs. The gluten free 
and the S’Mores cookies are 
both $5 a box.  All the others 
are $4 per box. I hope you 
have had a chance to enjoy 
your favorite cookie!


What I’m doing on spring break
by: Caleb M.

	 S p r i n g b r e a k i s a n 
opportunity to do a lot of 
fun activities. This year, our 
spring break begins on 
Friday, March 30 and ends 
on April 8. This spring break 
I will start by staying home. 

My fami ly wi l l v is i t my 
grandparents. They always 
plan fun surprises. 

	 My birthday is during 
spring break and we are 
going to Pittsburgh on my 
birthday. We are going to eat 
a nice dinner in downtown 

Pittsburgh and will visit the 
Carnegie Science Center. It 
will be fun swimming at the 
hotel and a great way to 
celebrate my birthday and 
spring break!


Teacher Spotlight

Mrs. DiSanto 

by: Ryder G. 

This interview is on the 
first grade teacher, Mrs. 

DiSanto. I found out 
many interesting facts 
that I’d like to share 

with you. 


Her favorite color is 
purple. She really likes 
polar bears. She loves 

to eat pistachio 
pudding. Mrs. DiSanto’s 

favorite sport is 
lacrosse. She loves 

reading and her favorite 
book is The Napping 
House. Her favorite 

number is 6. 


Mrs. DiSanto’s favorite 
movie is the Wizard of 

Oz. Her favorite toy 
when she was a kid 

was a pogo stick. Her 
favorite president is 

Abraham Lincoln. Wow! 
That’s a lot of facts! I 

hope you had learning 
about Mrs. DiSanto!    
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by: Joee M. and Chase L.

	 The holiday of shamrocks, 
leprechauns, and everything 
green is based on Saint 
Patrick. St. Patrick was born 
in 385 AD. He was a fifth 
c e n t u r y R o m a n B r i t i s h 
Christian missionary and a 
bishop in Ireland. St. Patrick 
is the primary patron saint of 

Ireland. He was known as the 
“Apostle of Ireland.” He died 
on March 17, 461. 

	 E a c h M a rc h 1 7 , w e 
remember St. Patrick. Many 
people wear lot of green. A 
popular dinner is corned 
beef. You may have spotted 
little green creatures called 
leprechauns playing tricks on 

people. People also like to 
celebrate St. Patrick’s Day 
by watching a parade, 
listening to Irish music and 
dancing!   Whichever way 
you celebrate, I hope your 
day was filled with good 
luck!


A look inside the tradition on St. Patrick’s Day

LEGO Club
by: Adam M. and Jake W.

	 LEGO Club is for students 
in grades 2-5 and meets on 
e v e r y fi r s t a n d t h i r d 
Wednesday of the month. It’s 
run by Mrs.Tremont, Ms. Yax, 
and Ms. Bilek.  It takes place 
in the Stevens Science Lab.  

	 In LEGO Club, you build 
to a theme like Olympics, 
underwater, and sometimes 
you pick your own theme. 


	 We s o m e t i m e s p l a y 
games like Creation or bingo 
too!  Your creations can be 
c razy, moder n , fun , o r 
anything you can imagine! 
  Some of these ideas could 
be buildings, houses, castles, 
pools, towns or anything you 
want!

	 “LEGO club is thrilling and 
exciting!” stated Aiden K. in 
room 5-2. Lexi W. from room 

2-1 added,   “LEGO club is 
amazing because I get to 
build with LEGOS with my 
friends.”  

	 On the last day of LEGO 
C l u b w e u s u a l l y d o 
something exciting.   Last 
year, we watched The Lego 
Movie and ate popsicles.  
Lego Club is a learning and 
a fun experience!


Coding Club

Clubs provide opportunities outside 
of class to extend learning and fun!
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by: Gabriella A.

	 Coding Club is currently 
comprised four members 
including Emory G., Gabriella 
A., Molly K,, and Adam M. 
The club is run by Mrs. 
Foster, the computer teacher 
at our school. Students in the 
club have used a multitude of 
varied websites for their 
coding. A few of these 
programs include Scratch, 
Code.org, and Code Monkey. 
“Scratch allows us to express 
ourselves and create various 
e n t e r t a i n i n g p ro j e c t s , ” 
explains Gabriella A. 


	 Coding Club has been 
going on for some time now. 
Students start out using 
Code Monkey, which uses a 
monkey and other animals. 
The goal is to help the 
monkey attain all of the 
bananas. After using Code 
Monkey for a few months, 
students can choose to keep 
using Code Monkey, or start 
using Code.org or Scratch. 
Generally, students choose to 
use Scratch because they 
allow you to create your own 
games and other projects. 
Molly and Gabriella use 
Scratch, and often make 

projects such as platformers 
and quizzes. 

	 Signing up for Coding 
Club club is as simple as 
showing up in the Computer 
Lab on Thursday at 11:00. 
Coding Club is for students 
in the grades 5-8. Make 
sure to bring your lunch 
since it lasts all of lunch and 
recess. Although it is usually 
easier to pack your lunch, 
you can still buy lunch and 
bring it back up to the 
Computer Lab. Mrs. Foster 
encourages you to join this 
enlightening club!

Teacher Spotlight

Mrs. Havens 

by: Ian A. 

Would you like to learn 
more about Mrs. 

Havens, one of the first 
grade teachers? 


Here are some 
interesting facts that I 

learned about her when 
I interviewed her.


Mrs. Havens has a pet 
dog. It is a Boston 

terrier named Brutus.


Her favorite pizza is 
mushroom and 
pepperoni from 

Angelo’s.


She drives a Jeep 
Cherokee. She loves 

the color red.


Mrs. Havens brought 
her class candy kisses 

for Valentine’s Day. 


She loves to watch the 
Cleveland Indians play 
baseball! Mrs. Havens 

loves to teach her 
students writing the 

most!


I hope you had a fun 
time finding out about 

Mrs. Havens!
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More than just a day off from school… 
Celebrating President’s Day
by: Caleb M. and Chase L.

     President’s Day is national 
holiday to honor all of the 
United States Presidents. 
President’s Day used to be 
c e l e b r a t e d o n G e o rg e 
Washington’s birthday, but it 
has been moved to the third 
Monday of February. We 
honor the life and hard work 
of all the presidents.  

	 Each fourth grader did a 
President presentation. Each 
student had to make a 
poster, prepare a complete 

presentation, and display a 
timeline. The fourth graders 
could even dress up and 
pretend to be someone in the 
President’s life. Some of the 
p resen ta t i ons i nc luded 
George Washington and 
Abraham Lincoln. The fourth 
graders really learned a lot 
after listening to all the 
presentations. 

	 One president featured 
w a s P r e s i d e n t B a r a c k 
Obama. He was the first 
African American president 

and the 44th President of the 
United States. He was born 
on August 4, 1961. Barack 
Obama went to Harvard Law 
School. Obama marr ied 
Michelle Obama and they 
had two children. He ran 
against John McCain and 
won. President Obama’s vice 
president was Joe Biden. He 
served as the President of 
the United States for eight 
years.


A presidential story: 
George W. Bush
by: Rocco Z.

	 Here are some facts about 
my favorite president, George 
W. Bush. Bush was born on 
July, 4, 1944, and lived in 
Te x a s . H e a t t e n d e d a 
b o a r d i n g s c h o o l i n 
Massachusetts. President 

Bush was the 43rd President 
of the United States of 
America. He served as the 
President from 2001 - 2009. 
He was the President during 
the attacks on 9-11.  George 
Bush is currently 73 years 
old.

The history of Black History Month
by: Alex A. and Ryder G.

        Black History Month is 
celebrated throughout the 
month of February.   It was 
originally celebrated during a 
specific week in February. 
The week that was chosen 
celebrated both Frederick 
Doug las ’ and Abraham 
Lincoln’s birthdays. Black 
History Month is celebrated 
to honor and recognize all the 
amazing contributions made 
b y A f r i c a n A m e r i c a n s 
throughout history. Some of 
t h e f a m o u s A f r i c a n 
Americans that we would like 
to showcase are Harriet 
Tubman, Jackie Robinson, 
and Michael Jordan. 

        Harriet Tubman was born 
a s lave and was of ten 

whipped and beaten. Harriet 
was able to escape by 
following the Underground 
Railroad. Harriet made 19 
trips back to the south over a 
  ten-year period. She was 
able to escort over 300 
slaves to freedom, including 
many of her own family 
members. Each time she 
went back to the South, she 
put her own life in danger. 
Harriet died at the age of 91. 
We honor her for her bravery 
and dedicat ion to he lp 
others.

        Jackie Robinson was the 
fi r s t A f r i c a n A m e r i c a n 
baseball player. He was born 
on January 31, 1919. He 
loved to play baseball when 
he was growing up. When 

Jackie began to play for a 
major league team, he was 
s igned to the Brooklyn 
Dodgers and wore number 4. 
He played second base. He 
won Rookie of the Year in 
1947 with a batting average 
of .297, 175 hits, 12 home 
runs, and 48 runs batted in. 
Jackie Robinson died on 
October 24, 1972.

     Michael Jordan is a former 
American basketball player 
who played for the Chicago 
Bulls and led them to 6 
national championships. He 
was awarded the NBA Most 
Valuable Player Award five 
times. Michael was born on 
February 17 , 1963. He 
became the first athlete to 
become a billionaire.



Mothers and sons attend Cleveland Monsters game
by: Emory G.

	 On Saturday, March 24, 
St. Rita mothers and sons 
went to enjoy an evening at a 
Cleveland Monsters hockey 
g a m e i n d o w n t o w n 

Cleveland.   The event was 
sponsored by the St. Rita 
PTU. The game itself lasted 
about an hour and a half with 
the Monsters losing a back-
and-forth game to the San 

Diego Gulls.  The Monsters 
lost score was 4-3 in 
overtime. Win or lose it was 
a very enjoyable night out 
for mothers and sons to 
spend time together!

by: Alex A., Caleb M., and 
Ryan C. 

We all love Valentine’s 
Day!  What’s not to love with 
all the candy?! But do you 
know how Valentine’s Day 
started? The first Valentine’s 
Day was in the year 496. 
Valentine’s Day is thought to 
have or ig inated f rom a 
Roman festival to officially 
start springtime. We now 
celebrate Valentine’s Day 
with hearts, cards, and 
candy! 


	 Today, Valentine’s Day is a 
fun day filled with friendship 
and lots of parties! The 
primary school had fun 
celebrating in many special 
ways. All the classrooms had 
parties and traded Valentine’s 
D a y c a r d s w i t h t h e i r 
classmates. Several classes 
brought in decorated boxes 
while other classrooms made 
special Valentine bags. The 
first grade classes made 
hearts and glued pictures of 
their favorite things in the 
hearts. They also made cards 

for the people they love. 
  The second grade learned 
about St. Valentine and 
made several Valentine’s 
Day projects including a 
giant cupcake book report 
and a Valentine’s Day card 
to their family.  Third 
graders estimated how 
many candy hearts were in 
a jar. They also made cards 
for loved ones. The fourth 
graders wrote Valentine 
book reports.


The importance of St. Valentine’s Day
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February is Dental Hygiene Month … 
Second graders experiment with apples and eggs 
to understand the importance of dental hygiene
by: Joee M. and Ian F.

	 Why is it so important to 
keep your teeth healthy? 
Well, to have healthy teeth 
you need to brush your teeth 
every single day. It is also 
important to floss every day. 
  You should also see a 
dentist twice a year to help 
prevent or take care of 
cavities. 

	 The second graders did 
an experiment to show how 
important it is to take care of 
your teeth. First, an apple 
was used to show a cavity. A 

small hole was put into the 
apple and we had to see 
what happened to that hole 
over three days.   It got more 
and more brown and gross. If 
you don’t take care of a 
cavity, which is a hole in your 
tooth, it will just keep getting 
worse.

	 The next part of the 
experiment used three hard 
boiled eggs in three jars. One 
jar was filled with water, one 
had cola (sugar), and the last 
had apple cider vinegar 
(acid). The eggs were left in 

the jars for three days. After 
the three days, we observed 
what had happened to each 
egg.  The egg in the water 
was normal. But, the egg 
that was in the cola was all 
brown. We even tried to 
b rush the egg w i th a 
toothbrush and toothpaste 
but it really didn’t help too 
much. The egg that was in 
the vinegar turned soft. The 
acid removed all the hard 
shell! This really helped us 
realize how important it is to 
take care of your teeth!

8th Grade 

Student Spotlight


Mateja R. 

by: Viraj J. 

How many service 
hours do you have so 

far this semester? 
3


When did you start at  
St. Rita School? 

Came in 6th

Left for 7th


Back for 8th!!!


What is your favorite 
professional sports 

team? 
Cleveland Cavaliers


What is your favorite 
sport? 
Track


What do you want 
your job to be when 

you grow up? 
Architect or interior 

designer


What is your favorite 
academic subject, as 

well as your best 
subject? 

Math


What is your favorite 
co-curricular? 

P.E.


What high school do 
you plan to attend?


Beaumont
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Our favorites from the 2018 Winter Olympics
by: Chase L. and Ian F.

	 The 2018 Winter Olympics 
were held this past February 
and were hosted in South 
Korea. Athletes from all over 
the world came together to 
compete to find out who is 
the best in the world. Some 
winter sport events that the 
athletes compete in are 
bobsledding, ski ing, ice 
skating, slalom, luge, and 
speed ska t i ng . As t he 
athletes compete, millions of 
fans around the world watch 
to cheer on their favorites in 
the hopes that they will bring 

home the gold for their 
country. 

	 One favorite competition 
is freestyle skiing. Freestyle 
skiing is when competitors 
perform spectacular twists, 
turns, ski l led jumps, or 
routines with judges marking 
their performances. The 
United States brought home 
the gold medal when David 
Wise took first place in the 
Men’s Ski Halfpipe. 

	 Bobsledding is another 
favorite competition during 
t h e W i n t e r O l y m p i c s . 
Bobsledding was invented by 
the Swiss in the late 1860s. 

The Swiss made the first sled 
by attaching two skeleton 
sleds together and putting in 
a way to steer it. The bobsled 
is a winter sport in which 
teams make timed runs 
down nar row, tw is t ing , 
banked, iced tracks in a 
gravity powered sled. This 
year, Canada took home the 
gold medal for the men’s two 
man race. Germany won the 
gold in the men’s four man 
race and the women’s two 
men race. Although the 
United States didn’t win the 
gold, it's always a fun sport 
to watch!

Potato Olympics?!? Say what?
by: Ryan C.

     The fourth graders had an 
awesome time celebrating 
the Winter Olympics this past 
F e b r u a r y w h e n t h e y 
participated in their own 
Pota to O lympics ! Each 

student was given a specific 
country. Then, everyone 
dressed up a potato like the 
athletes in the Olympics. 

	 Each student also made a 
replica of their potato’s flag. 
The fourth grade showed 

their “spud-letes” to all the 
classes as they paraded 
around the school.  The 
potatoes also competed in a 
variety of Olympic games. 
Some of the events were 
luge, high jump, long jump, 

swimming, and bowling. We 
all had fun competing and 
cheering for our favorites to 
win!


Off to the races: a glance at this year’s track teams
by: Gavin G., Will C.,  
Colin S., and Drew E.

	 Track has started this year 
for the whole school. There 
are two different types of 
track for St.Rita: Rugrat track 
(K-2) and regular track (3-8).


	 There is some good talent 
this year for track. There is a 
good amount of kids who are 
in track this year. They will 
have many meets and look at 
represent St. Rita well in the 
meets. Both have put in work 

and will continue to put in 
work. 

	 The team had a practice 
scrimmage against St. Joan 
of Arc last weekend and did 
very well. There are lots of 
competition schools that also 

have talented athletes. Track 
is a fun and exciting sport to 
do that we recommend 
trying. 


Upcoming Events
Friday, March 30 to Sunday, April 8, 2018 
No School - Easter Break


Monday, April 9, 2018 
School Resumes


Thursday, April 19, 2018 
Open House for New Families (9 am) 

Friday, April 20, 2018

Kindergarten Information Meeting (8:45 am) 

Monday, April 23, 2018 through Friday, May 11, 2018 
Spring MAP Testing

Snail Stories
by: Aiden K., Chris F., and Jake W.


